7<S                                Viscount Halifax

of England. Halifax at once wrote to Cardinals Rampolla and
Parocchi. What, he asked, were the Pope's real wishes? Did
Rampolla want the Revue to continue? Had the idea of cor-
porate Reunion been abandoned in favour of individual con-
version? If this were so, it was the end to any hope of a rap-
prochement.

Cardinal Rampolla sent smooth and diplomatic replies. The
zeal and perseverance of His Holiness were unabated; nor did
he limit his hopes to individual conversions, although these
must not be discouraged while the possibilities of corporate
Reunion were being examined. The loyalty and good inten-
tions of the Abbe Portal were beyond question, but while the
matter of the Orders was subjudice, public pronouncements by
persons not fully qualified to make them were to be depre-
cated. The Revue had not been condemned, nor would it be, so
long as the editors were careful.83

Halifax returned to England and to Hickleton. On the i8th
of September Lady Beauchamp arrived to stay. She brought
with her an evening paper containing the announcement of a
Papal Bull declaring the Anglican Orders null and void. The
news was confirmed next day in a telegram from Portal, and in
The Times of the ipth, which had a leading article obviously by
the same writer as had previously incurred Halifax's suspicions.

It was, of course, the Bull Apostolicae Curae. Of its terms little
need be said. The decision was founded not upon the alleged
doubtfulness of Barlow's consecration, but upon the contention
that neither in form, nor in purpose, nor in- effect did the Angli-
can Rite make sacrificing priests in'the Catholic sense; and the
judgment was obviously influenced by the previous verdict of
the Holy Office in the case of Bishop Gordon. The Anglican
Orders were declared invalid, and Anglican clergymen joining
the Roman Church must, as heretofore, be unconditionally
ordained.